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the accumulation of authorities., and which alone may account for Johnson's retentive mind being enriched with a very large and various store of knowledge and imagery, must have occupied several years. The Preface furnishes an eminent instance of a double talent, of which Johnson was fully conscious. Sir Joshua Reynolds heard him say, 'There are two things which I am confident I can do very well: one is an introduction to any literary work, stating what it is to contain, and how it should be executed in the most perfect manner; the other is a conclusion, shewing from various causes why the execution has not been equal to what the authour promised to himself and to the publick."
How should puny scribblers be abashed and disappointed, when they find him displaying a perfect theory of lexicographical excellence, yet at the same time candidly and modestly allowing that he 'had not satisfied his own expectations1.' Here was a fair occasion for the exercise of Johnson's modesty, when he was called upon to compare his own arduous performance, not with those of other individuals, (in which case his inflexible regard to truth would have been violated, had he affected diffidence,) but with speculative perfection2; as he, who can outstrip all his competitors in the race, may yet be sensible of his deficiency when he runs against time. Well might he say, that ' the Englisli Dictionary was written with little assistance of the learned3,' for he told me, that the only aid which he received was a paper containing twenty etymologies, sent to him by a person then unknown, who he was afterwards informed was Dr. Pearce, Bishop of Rochester4. The etymologies, though they exhibit learning and judgement,
1  ' I have not always executed my    fee/ion of a language, and, with a own scheme, or satisfied my own ex-     little more licentiousness, might have pectations.'    Johnson's Works, p. 41.     prevailed   on   themselves   to   have
2    In   the   Plan   of an   English     added the perfection of a Dictionary! Dictionary    (ib.    p.    16)    Johnson,      In the Preface to the fourth edition writing   of   'the    word " fierfcctionj     he writes :—'He that undertakes to says:—'Though m its philosophical     compile aDictionary undertakes that, and exact sense it can be ofliltle use     which  if  it   comprehends   the full among human beings, it is often so     extent of his design, he knows him-much   degraded   from   its   original     self unable to perform.1    Ib. p. 52. signification, that the academicians         3 Ib. p. 51.
have inserted in their work, the fer-         4 Six-post, under May 19, 1777.
arein his well-worn suit of clothes, they could not help calling him Peter Pamphlet ; for the generous patron of Scotch authors, with his city wife and her niece, were sufficiently ridiculous when they came into good company.' Mr. Crokcr (Soswc/l,
